March-April 2022

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT : HELEN FOAN
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENCE & UNDERSTANDING
….while we waited out COVID news and updates over what seems like an interminable length of time,
constantly monitoring mandates and schools themselves keeping a close eye on
the well-being of their own students and staff while keeping abreast of the frequently changing
regulations.
COVID has also affected our program in many ways, with Board, Zone Coordinators and
volunteers all having to adopt a “wait-and-see” position. Our major concern has been and
always will be the well-being of our volunteers and when some schools were ready to
welcome our volunteers back, we were keen to ensure that everyone made their own
decision about resuming their reading commitment at this time.
12 of our 25 Partner Schools welcomed our volunteers back in Term 1.
Several volunteers chose to defer until the COVID situation becomes clearer or because of
their own or family health concerns.
We fully understand how frustrating being “in limbo” has been for everyone and then the regulations requiring
volunteers be at least double vaccinated (and masked) to enter the schools.
SPECIAL THANKS to our Zone Coordinators who kept regular contact with their own
teams of volunteers —they loved those friendly phone chats and getting to
know their team members better.
Hopefully we will be back in FULL SWING
very soon.
YOU WILL BE ADVISED VERY SHORTLY
about which schools will welcome our
volunteers back for Term 2. Our Zone
Coordinators are currently contacting their
schools to check their plans.
Watch for the message!
“OUR THANKS LORRAINE”
OUR GIFT: A SHIRT WITH HU4K LOGO
in appreciation of your catering
at several events and making &
decorating those lovely Gingerbread Houses that you donate for
a lucky winner at our Christmas
Lunches each year! Lorraine is a
Board member and also one of our
very active Zone Coordinators.

HANDS UP 4 KIDS OFFERED A BOOK PRIZE TO ALL PARTNER
SCHOOLS FOR PRESENTATION AT 2021 GRADUATION
CEREMONIES. WE WERE KEEN TO ACKNOWLEDGE A STUDENT
WHO HAD SHOWN THE GREATEST IMPROVEMENT
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR— ESPECIALLY IN THEIR READING.
Only 2 schools chose not to accept this offer at this time.
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KEEPING IN TOUCH DESPITE COVID

OPEN AIR COFFEE MORNINGS
—TO RELAX, MEET & CHAT WITH OTHER VOLUNTEERS
3 Coffee gatherings in local areas have been held so far

Dardanup small group of HU4K volunteers met at the popular ‘Dardy’
Bakery on Thursday 10th March

Australind volunteers got together at beach-side Ridley Park on Friday
11th March (see photos.) Sarah Leitch Parkfield PS Deputy Principal
came by to say “Hi” and handed around some lovely cakes for everyone to enjoy—she had hoped to join in but had school commitments.

City and suburbs volunteers gathered on the lawns of Koombana Bay
on Tuesday 15th March
- just for a social catch-up to keep in-touch during the COVID restrictions.
Everyone brought a chair and a thermos/drinks and HU4K supplied the
morning tea. It was great to relax and have a chat—something we find it
hard to do when everyone has such varied school commitments & have
been isolated. It was a good opportunity to get out into the fresh air.
(Apologies there are no photos of Bunbury nor Dardanup teams—photographer too busy
having a good time to remember to take photographs!)

Allen shows off his
new blue shirt with
HANDS UP 4 KIDS
LOGO at the
Dardanup morning
tea gathering.

And the GOOD NEWS—
there’s more to come!
Watch for the dates.

HANDS UP 4 KIDS CELEBRATES 10 YEARS IN JULY 2022
Needed:—your ideas how to best celebrate this milestone. (assuming Covid’s fully managed by then)
We’re a Bunbury born and bred program, now also throughout the SW—so let’s spread the news!
All ideas and offers to join an event planning group welcome - message handsup4kids@gmail.com

WHY SHOULD WE LISTEN TO
CHILDREN READ ALOUD?
It happens in every classroom. A student raises their hand, asking
for help answering a question about the passage they just read.
“Read it out loud to me,” teacher responds.
The student reads a couple of sentences and suddenly pauses.
“I got it!” they exclaim.
Oral reading has many benefits. When reading aloud, students can’t breeze through a sentence, skimming
words. They must pay close attention to every word on the page. This leads to a better understanding of what
they are reading.
Studies have also shown that reading aloud makes it easier to remember words than if you read them silently.
This is key for young readers who are building their vocabulary. Oral reading also helps students build their
reading speed, allowing them to read larger texts with ease.
Reading aloud has another big advantage—it’s a great tool for evaluating a child’s reading ability. Listening to
children read aloud can help determine how well they are reading and where they may need to improve.
(Author unknown)

